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 What is the Outlook?  

ÅPreliminary forecast 

of ñstatusò (version 1) 

 

ÅCategorical, not 

quantitative 

 

ÅStatus and targets 

are based on a 

variety of approaches 

including expert 

opinion. 



3 

ÅObjective & consistent context for fisheries planning. 

ÅFrom biological perspective, gives indication of fishing 

opportunities and stocks around which fisheries may be 

shaped. 

ÅIs a prelude to PSARC forecasts and formal advice. 

ÅNo Steelhead populations included. 

1. Stock of concern  

2. Low  

3. Near Target  

4. Abundant  

<25% target  

25% to 75% of target  

75% to 125% of target  

>125% of target  

Declining rapidly  

Declining  

Stable  

N/A  

Category  Abundance  Trend  

Criteria applied to individual òStock Groupsó é 
more equivalent to management groups (n = 93) 
than WSP Conservation Units (n > 450 CUõs). 



4 

Past Outlook Status Assessments  

The yearly salmon stock Outlooks are illustrated by category back to 

2002.  Based on 93 geographic ñstock groupsò as in past years. 

Future salmon outlooks will be increasingly harmonized with WSP 

conservation units and biological status zones (red, amber, green) 
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2012 Outlook compared to 2010 & 2011 Outlooks  

2010 2011 

ü 29 stock groups > 

target 

ü 34 stock groups of 

some conservation 

concerns 

ü 21 stock groups 

with mixed categories 

due to multiple 

populations within the 

group 

ü 4 stock groups Not 

Assessed 

2012 

ü 37 stock groups > 

target 

ü 30 stock groups of 

some conservation 

concern 

ü 20 stock groups 

with mixed categories 

due to multiple 

populations within 

the group 

ü 6 stock groups Not 

Assessed 

ü 31 stock groups > 

target 

ü 33 stock groups of 

some conservation 

concerns 

ü 22 stock groups 

with mixed categories 

due to multiple 

populations within the 

group 

ü 6 stock groups Not 

Assessed 
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Sockeye 2012 Outlook 

Å 29 stocks groups, 258 CUs 

Å Stocks of concern continue: 

E Stuart, wild Skeena, 

Cultus, Sakinaw, Johnstone 

Strait & some WCVI.  

Å 2012 concern for additional 9 

Fraser groups with very low 

EFS in 2008. 

Å 2012 outlook compared to 

previous years:  
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Chinook 2012 Outlook 
Å 25 stock groups, 81 CUs 

Å Stocks of concern: St. 

Georgia wild, WCVI wild, 

and Fraser stream-type, 

including Birkenhead. 

Å Continued low returns for 

Fraser early-timed, spring / 

summer stocks  

Å Large abundance of Fraser 

fall run ocean-type stocks 

(BY 2008) 

Å 2012 outlook compared to 

previous years: 
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Coho 2012 Outlook 
Å 19 stock groups, 46 CUs 

Å Improved survival in recent 

years 

Å Stocks of concern: 

Thompson, Upper Fraser, 

Lower Fraser, Georgia Strait 

Å 2012 outlook compared to 

previous years: 
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Pink 2012 Outlook 
Å 9 stock groups, 32 CUs 

Å CC & NC ï brood escapement 

poor, below average returns 

expected (except QCI). 

Å Strait of Georgia and Area 

11/13 returns highly variable; 

expected low return for 

natural stocks. 

Å Fraser River ï off cycle year 

Å 2012 outlook compared to 

previous years: 
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Chum 2012 Outlook 
Å 11 stock groups, 46 CUs 

Å Forecasts highly uncertain 

Å Stocks of concern in 

Skeena/Nass & coastal 

A5/6,  

Å Stocks in South low - near 

target. 

Å 2012 outlook compared to 

previous years: 
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PST agreements  

Å 2011 pre -season values above 

1979 -1982 average for WCVI & 

NBC  

Å 2012 pre -season expectations for  

NBC & WCVI is for abundance to 

decrease relative to 2011  

Chinook AABM Fishery Abundance Indices  

WCVI 

NBC 
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Considerations for 2012 Returns: 

ÅBrood year escapement and spawning success 

Å2008 Fraser Sockeye high pre-spawn mortality 

Å2010 Area 11-13 Pink fall & winter flood conditions 

ÅFreshwater survival 

Å2010 Area 11-13 Pink fall & winter flood conditions 

ÅMarine survival, conditions at ocean entry year 

Å2008, 2009 favourable many Sockeye & Chinook 

Å2010 ocean indicators mixed; leading indicators coho, pink 

Å2011 ocean indicators 

ÅMany BC salmon populations remain depressed due to low 
numbers of brood-year spawners, partially attributed to survival and 
production during the mid 2000s. 
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Å 2010 Ocean Entry Year 

Å Started with extreme El Niño weather along 

the west coast, weakened by April  

Å By summer northerly winds resulted in 

upwelling cool salty water along the outer 

coast.  

Å Strait of Georgia shifted from cool to normal 

or even warm.  

Å La Niña conditions of late 2010 and early 

2011 were linked to cooler ocean waters 

Å Third consecutive year with cooler than 

normal ocean temperatures along the 

Canadian Pacific coast.  

Å Summer chlorophyll low in Strait Georgia, 

timing spring bloom later than normal 

Å Abundance of albacore tuna in BC waters 

greatest since 1990 

Å Triangle Island Cassin auklets growth rate 

(dependent on April ocean conditions) was 

the lowest in 15 year time series. 
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Changing Context for Science 

Wild Salmon Policy Moving to implementation 

Fisheries Reform Initiatives new approaches to fisheries management, 

Increased fisheries complexity 

Declining A Base budgets 

 

Increased public interest & opportunities for 

partnerships & external funding  

MSC & SARA Commitments to Action Plans 

Ecosystem Management  

 

Recognition need for integration. Changing 

interface for Science/Management 

First Nations FSC, Treaties Co-management, AFS, AAROM,  

Climate change Reality, increased variability, future 

scenarios of impacts 

Cohen Inquiry 

 

Collaborative Management 

Recommendations 

 

New governance structures and processes 
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The future ï integrated population 

studies 
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The future ï Climate change 

scenarioôs 
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The future - Technology 

http://www.venus.uvic.ca/wp-content/uploads/Venus-Final-Saanich-Inlet-Aug-2009-Water-Riple-Instr-Effects-Signing.jpg

