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SVCP – The Way Ahead 

 

We hope by the end of this presentation you will 

have gained some knowledge of the Small 

Vessel Compliance Program and its application to 

the majority of the Canadian Registered Fleet. 

 



The Evolution of the SVCP 

3 



4 

In 2008, Transport Canada, launched the 

development of an initiative aimed at improving 

safety in the small non-pleasure vessel 

community.  

Since 2008, this initiative has evolved into the 

present SVCP initiative. 

 



Objective of the Program 

To enhance safety in the small vessel community 

by emphasizing the importance of compliance and 

better understanding of legal requirements 

 

 



Strategy of the Program 

 

•Provide guidance and easy-to-use tools for small 

vessel owners/operators 

•  Help small vessel owners/operators understand 

and meet all of their obligations under the Canada 

Shipping Act, 2001 

 



Eligibility 

Currently open to vessels that: 

• Measure 0-15 GT 

• Carry 0-12 passengers 

• Are not pleasure craft 

 



SVCP Process 

Every five years, the owner/operator of 

a small non-pleasure vessel completes 

a Detailed Compliance Report and 

sends it to Transport Canada 

 If the report is properly completed, the 

owner/operator will be sent a Blue 

Decal to display on board their boat 

Every year, the owner/operator 

completes an Annual Compliance 

Report and keeps these reports in their 

records 



Benefits of this Approach 

  Easily communicates regulatory requirements 

  Consolidates regulatory requirements in an easy-to-

use tool 

  Helps operators maintain continuous compliance 

  Aims to improve the overall safety of enrolled 

vessels and to minimize the likelihood of incidents 

and accidents 



Marine Safety Strategic Plan 
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Our efforts are aimed at  

improving safety on the water, 

with growing focus on small 

vessels, regulatory reform and 

the protection of the marine 

environment. 
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% Tonnage of Commercial Vessels 

%  T o n n a g e  o f  C o m m e r c ia l  V e s s e ls

%  d e  la  ja u g e  d e s  b â t im e n ts  c o m m e r c ia u x
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TCMS Changing Roles 
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TCMS Changing Roles 

• In general, the small vessel industry has very little 

idea what is required by the Act and Regulations 

• The inclination for the industry to be in compliance 

with the requirements is equally low. The question 

we often hear is “what’s in it for me” 

• There is still an industry requirement to report their 

operations to TC Marine Safety.  
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Detailed Compliance Report  
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Detailed Compliance Report  

The “Backbone”  

of the SVCP. The 

Detailed Compliance 

Report includes an 

easily understood 

Guide to help 

answer any 

questions you have 

when completing the 

Report.  
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Blue Decal 





SVCP 

Questions? 

Comments? 


